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  Dear Readers, 

 
The Winnett Times issued its first paper on September 2, 1914.  For this Year 
End/Holiday edition of the Winnett Times, we thought harkening back to the 
early days of the paper could provide some entertainment.  All following articles 
appeared in Winnett Times editions from 1921, although a few, including this 
first article, are 1921 reprints of 1914 articles. 
 

Enjoy and Best Wishes for the Happiest of Holidays! 
 
 
 
                                
  
 

View of Winnett from the rimrocks in 1924.  Credit: Petroleum Co. Library 
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December 23, 1921 
Our Greetings 
In the Meaning of Christmas 
Our Yuletide thoughts go out to the people of this community and our thanks are due the patrons and kind friends who 
have given us practical support or extended encouragement during the year. May this be the best Christmas you have 
ever spent, is our wish to all. 
 

The Publishers 
 

 
November 4, 1921 
On September 2nd, 1914, the first issue of the Winnett Times was circulated in what was then a mere cow town which 
was rapidly evolving into an agricultural city. The homesteaders had commenced to invade the territory and with true 
homestead instinct file on every parcel of land in the surrounding country. A greater portion of this land is fertile and fit to 
be classed as the best of agricultural land but there are portions that were filed upon where even the cactus refused to 
bloom. To go back to September 2, 1914, the date of the first publication of the Winnett Times. Upon that date Winnett 
was given an advertising medium, small, ‘tis true, but nevertheless a voice, like the voice from the wilderness. People 
read, they thought, they digested, they came and they remained to prosper. 
Winnett’s history practically dates from the inception of the Times and the Times is possibly the only absolutely… 



 
 
 
  

What do you remember about kindergarten: The bathtub. We 
would all get to pick a place to read and we fought over the bathtub. 
One of the boys usually won. Mrs. Arthur made us take turns.  
 

What is your favorite Winnett School lunch? 
One dish supper. I love it. Hamburger, green beans, potatoes, and 
the sauce, I’m pretty sure it’s cream of mushroom and tomato sauce.  
 

What’s your best memory of your time at Winnett School? 
Maybe the time that Mr. Jolma told me I’m the only person he’s ever 
coached that got six fouls in a basketball game. That was junior high. 
 

Are you an angry basketball player? It wasn’t my fault. The refs 
were unfair. Two girls were on my arms and I tried to pivot and I 
ended up elbowing one of them, so I got a foul. And I spiked the ball 
while I was walking away.  
 

What will you do next year? 
I got accepted to MCC and I’m going into finance and the 
entrepreneurship program.  
 

What do you hope to accomplish still this year?  
Enjoy the rest of high school before I have to go to college and get 
serious.  
 

Advice: 
Don’t take school for granted.  
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WHS Senior Spotlights 
Regan Skinner 

 

Walker Doman 
 What do you remember about kindergarten? 

Nap time.  
 

What is your favorite Winnett School lunch? 
Cheeseburger mac 
 

What’s your best memory of your time at 
Winnett School?  
Being an All-State basketball player 
 

What will you miss most?  
Taking time off work 
 

What will you do next year?  
Probably go to college.  
 

What do you hope to accomplish still this year? 
Bring home the state title.  
 

Advice: 
Don’t procrastinate. It’s not worth it.  
 



 
  

    I woke up, brushed my teeth, got my camo on and 
got my release and bow. I walked out the door ready 
to shoot a deer. It was the opener for deer season 
with a bow on September 4. All summer I had been 
watching him grow morning and night. This year I 
knew he was gonna be something. Two years prior I 
had found 2 years of his sheds.  September 4 that 
morning I got to where I saw him bed. I liked this deer 
because of his deep forks and chocolate-colored 
horns and the little cheater he had on the left side. 
The buck was a special deer that was a deep grey 
color and had a really big body and I had a lot of 
history with the deer.  
    Finally in relief I got to the big oaks where the big 
buck usually beds. Finally, it was shooting light and I 
scanned for the big buck Boom!!!  There he was out in 
the middle of the field silhouetted by the rising sun. 

He was standing broadside and he put his front left leg forward which had presented me with a shot I knew 
I had to shoot. I pulled my range finder out of my pocket and put the red crosshairs on him. The range finder said 
he was 57 yards. So, I pulled back my Diamond Edge 320 bow back with a tug, put my 60-yard pin on the buck’s 
spine and let an arrow fly. I watched my arrow fly through the air with my lime green lumenok nok and my orange 
and white fletchings. When my arrow hit, I knew I hit him back farther back than I wanted. Soon as the deer started 
running, I knew he was going the wrong way. He was running towards Jim's property. When the buck jumped the 
fence, I got a sick feeling in my stomach. 

 I was worried about Jim saying no. Jim is a 69-year-old man that does not like hunting so that is why I was 
worried about him saying no and he usually doesn't let people on his property. If Jim said no, I would feel bad and 
very unsportsmanlike. So, I pulled my phone out of my pocket and dialed Jim’s number. When I dialed his number 
all I thought in my head was he was gonna say no. My phone rang twice then I heard Jim say ‘hello’. I said Hey Jim 
this is John I shot a buck and he jumped onto your property. I was wondering if I could go get him. ‘Jim said you 
can only get the deer if you do anything else you will be in big trouble’. So, I said okay. I jumped the fence barely 
missing my pants, walked over to the deer and grabbed him by the horn and pulled him to the fence. When I got to 
the fence I had to jump back over and then pull the buck underneath the fence. When I finally got him to the other 
side, I set the deer up for pictures. But when I sat him up, I realized how lucky I was to get to do this and get to 
shoot an animal like this especially with a bow. At the end I got him like I was hoping to do. 
 

The Day I Shot the Buck I Had Been Watching For 2 Years – by Danner Hanson (8th Grade) 

This year I decided to compete in the fall High School 
Rodeo. I only ran in Barrels and Poles, but I hope to be 
doing breakaway and team roping for the season this 
spring. This was a big-time commitment. I rode my 
mares every night to keep them in shape and I had 
rodeos every weekend. Most of my rodeos were over 
200 miles away, so oftentimes we had to leave the 
afternoon before the rodeo.  It was quite different from 
the team sports that I am used to. I was a part of the 
Lewistown rodeo team, but we did not necessarily have 
practices or work together on much.  Everyone that I met 
in this sport was very kind and supportive. I was 
successful enough to make it into the high top ten for 
poles several times, which means I get to compete at 
State in June.  I am sad the season is over, but I am also 
very excited to compete in the spring season in 
March. There was a lot of work involved, however it was 
definitely worth it.  I had a lot of fun and was able to do 
something that I hope to continue in the future.   
 

My 2021 Fall Rodeo Season – by Kaitlyn Carter (Junior) 

Photo Credit: Robyn Knodel Photography 
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1st Quarter Honor Roll 
4.0 and Above: HS Hayley Stahl, 
Shani Browning, Kaitlyn Carter, Zurry 
Moore, JH Shaylie Alhgren 
 

3.67 and above: HS  Regan Skinner, 
Cy Nunn, Easton Hanson, Gracie 
GIll, Tinley Browning  
 

3.25 and above: HS  Emily Benes, 
Erika Benes, Walker Doman, Kambri 
Sandman, Cooper Doman, Parker 
Hanson, Riggin Meckel, Mckenzie 
Smith  JH Trey Jassak 

Winnett High School Student Council 
Recently, the Winnett High School Student Council has been 
doing a number of activities.  Two weeks ago, the council planned 
and functioned the 2021 Halloween Carnival; next, they will be 
planning the high school Christmas party.  For this, the Decoration 
Committee purchased a new Christmas tree and tree skirt. This 
will hopefully brighten the spirits from our previously worn-out 
decorations. In an attempt to energize the school’s enthusiasm for 
our girls, the council also decided to pay for the 2021 Divisional 
Volleyball Tournament tickets for any student who went on the 
pep bus. For a more long-term plan, the Big Project Committee is 
planning on upgrading the sound board in the gym just in time for 
basketball season. The Winnett High School Student Council is 
very excited to continue working through the school year and do 
what they can to improve the school in any way. 

 

                                                   

Superintendent’s Message: 
 

As you will see from our calendar, there are many activities and events on the calendar this month. 
There are so many opportunities to support and encourage our students as they pursue academic, 
musical, and athletic goals - in short, life goals. And, we are so proud of our students and our 
community! One of the things that we have been talking about around here is taking responsibility 
for our thoughts, actions, attitudes, and words towards others, and how those things create our 
successes and failures, palaces or prisons. Failures and mistakes are nothing to be ashamed of 
because this is, in fact, the exact process of learning. Most of us could give examples of times we 
learned more from mistakes than anything else. We want to encourage our students to take 
positive social, academic, and athletic risks - and support them all the way.  
 
While we continue to support our students this school year, the motto is “Be loud, be proud, be 
positive” - and celebrate the process of learning. Go Rams!  
 
We’re looking forward to seeing you in our school! 
 

~Lindsey Wilkerson 

     Monday            Tuesday        Wednesday       Thursday                Friday

**Milk and Salad 
Bar Served Daily** 
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Ed McIntosh from Q2 News visited the elementary kids 
last month to teach them about all things weather! 

Photo Credit: Nicole Tholt 

First and Second Grade  
~ - by Hadlee Arntson 

Hi, my name is Hadlee Arntson and I am writing the 1st 
and 2nd grade class news.  We are planning to do an 

activity called The Escape Room soon. I think it is 
going to be really fun! In our math class, we are 

learning to add four numbers to find the sum in second 
grade. The first grade is working on subtraction and 

fact families. In PE, we are doing matball and kickball. 
It is fun!  In art, we are learning how to control our 

drawing. For Veteran’s Day, we are doing some 
directed drawing and writing. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Gobble! Gobble! 

Kindergarten - by Bradley Rowton  
Hi, this is Bradley Rowton with the 
kindergarten news.  This month has been fun 
because we've been reading with our senior 
buddies and taking AR quizzes.  My buddy and 
I have read Fox on a Box and also Clifford the 
Big Red Dog.  I really like going to P.E. with 
Mr. Grant.  Right now we are playing 
basketball.  My favorite thing to do for 
choosing time is play with the marble run.  We 
did a science experiment this month and made 
slime!  The ingredients were glue, water, 
baking soda, and contact lens solution.  I 
added color to make mine bluish-green!  This 
week we are going to start building birdhouses 
with Mr. Tholt.  We are busy kindergartners! 

 

Third and Fourth Grade  
How is November already done and gone? We 

have no idea where the time is going. We 
finished our science weather unit with a visit 

from Meteorologist Ed McIntosh from Q2 news. 
It was so cool to get to meet him in person. In 

math, the 3rd graders have mastered 
multiplication and the 4th graders have 

mastered long division. In reading, we are 
excited because we have been doing a novel 

study on James and the Giant Peach. We have 
learned many new words, enjoyed the 

adventures the peach took the characters on 
and we will watch the movie! Once we 

watch the movie, we will write a 
comparison essay of the book and movie. Have 
you ever read or watched James and the Giant 

Peach? If so, which did you like better? 

Fifth and Sixth Grade - by Jack Nowlin   

I wish we had hour-long recesses, but we don’t. Virgil and I are doing ratios in math and so are Wil, Gracie, 
and Payton. Virgil and I’s test is the 11th.The 5th graders are working on decimals. In social studies, we 
are learning about ancient Egypt. We made mummified apples to help us learn about mummification. We 
are about to start reading the Egypt Game. We just finished I am Malala. It was good. In science, we are 
learning about classifying animals. We learned how scientists tell if something is a vegetable or a fruit. 
Everyone except Virgil likes recess the most (Virgil likes art the most). In P.E, we are doing archery. We 

just finished basketball. In art, we have the whole week to do whatever we feel like doing. We just finished 
our peace posters after finishing and having to restart because we had the wrong size of paper. The 
lunches have been awesome. In writing we made personal narratives to read to the first and second 

graders. It is time for recess, so THE END. 
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Above: GRW Rangers with their 3rd Place 
trophy at the District Tournament in Melstone. 

 
To Left: GRW Rangers celebrating after their 

victory over TCT at Districts securing their spot 
to the Divisional tournament. 

Photo Credit: Trish Smith 

Winnett – Grass Range Sports  

DGS-GRW vs. Big Sandy 
2nd Round Playoffs  

Photo Credit: Sherry Berg, 
Rimrock Photography 

DGS-GRW vs. Broadview-Lavina, 1st Round 6-Man football playoff. Photo Credit: Sami Elliott, SE Photography 
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resident portion. Before summer is over with the good 
people of Winnett will have the walks they have long 
desired. 
 

The matter of walks have been delayed until the demand 
for three miles when it is expected the whole can be let to  
one contractor assuring a reasonable price and a 
guaranteed walk that will be a credit to the city of Winnett 
for years to come. 
 

May 6, 1921 
Road Improvement To Be Made Soon 
County Commissioner Moulton was here the latter part of 
last week looking after road work and particularly to get 
things lined up for the road to be constructed across the 
west end of the Flatwillow Irrigation project lands. This is 
a road that has long been needed and when this is 
completed roads to Roundup and Billings will be very 
good this portion having been the worst spot along the 
way. Decision of the commissioners to give us some road 
work is cheering news. 
 

Winnett Times: Looking Back continued… 

authentic record of the progress of the city and the doings of its people. 
Winnett’s history is not ancient. Ten years will carry you back beyond the memory of nearly the entire population. 
However, it is a history brim full of achievement, flowing over with progress with never a let up in its onward march 
toward its goal, the metropolis of central Montana. 
 
November 4, 1921 
Like the mighty oak from the little acorn grows so did the city of Winnett grow. Way back in August 1883, W.J. 
Winnett built the first building on the present site, his old home, a log cabin. In 1910 Mr. Winnett welcomed neighbors 
with the establishing of a post office in his ranch buildings and the advent of the famous Log Cabin saloon, now 
deceased, due to the Volstead act. From this meager beginning the city grew steadily to a present population of 
2,000 with numerous business houses and large residence districts. This humble beginning gave birth to what is now 
blooming into the metropolis of central Montana. A city of opportunities known throughout the entire Northwest as the 
Wonder City. A city with great oil fields adjacent and agricultural opportunities unsurpassed in length and breadth of 
the land. 
 
April 1, 1921 
Winnett Considering 3 Miles of Concrete Walks 
The City Attorney, acting under instructions from the City Council has drawn contracts to let three miles of cement 
walk in the business and resident districts of Winnett. It has not been determined yet as to whether the business 
portion will have ten or twelve foot walk although it is practically concluded that a six foot walk will be sufficient for the  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 

Walter J. Winnett ranch house. 
Photo credit: Petroleum Co. Library 

Looking east from Broadway on Main Street in 1916. North side (L to R): Bachelor Café, Central Billiard, Montana Bar, 
Schmidt Hotel, Mahon-Robinson, Winnett Land Co., Log Cabin Saloon; South side (L to R): Smokehouse, Jarrett Hotel, 

Toggery, Winnett State Bank, Woods Drugstore, Spears Restaurant in Moll building, Winnett Times, Langshausen 
Office, 1st Enterprise Meat Market, The Mode Clothing, Rasmussen Mercantile, Post Office, Hoyle Barbershop. 

 Photo Credit: Petroleum Co. Library 
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December 16, 1921 
Re-record Your Brands 
Those who have not already had 
their brands re-recorded should do 
so before January 1st. After that 
date someone else may get the 
brand of some present owner with 
the result that it would be illegal for 
the former owner to continue to 
use it and making it necessary for 
him to get another brand. Brands 
are rerecorded by the Register of 
Brands. Helena, Montana. Have 
your brand recorded now. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                            

 
                                                                            

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 July 4, 2016: East end of Main Street near corner of Lepper and Main 

before construction of the Winnett Block (present courthouse). Photo 
credit: Petroleum Co. Library 

North side of Main Street July 1916 (L to R): Eager building under construction, 
Bachelor Cafe, Central Billiard Parlor, Montana Bar, Schmidt Hotel.  

Photo credit: Petroleum Co. Library 

Lepper Memorial Hall 2021. 
Photo credit: Petroleum Co. Library 

 

December 16, 1921 
Mass Meeting Big Success 
Dan McKay Addresses Meet Lays Down Plans for Future 
Dan McKay, Petroleum county’s official organizer, addressed a mass meeting of the citizens of Winnett and surrounding 
country at the Lodge Hall Monday evening. 
Mr. McKay outlined the work that was necessary to complete the signing of petitions preparatory to presenting them to 
the august body of county commissioners of Fergus County. Volunteers were called for to furnish autoes for the windup 
campaign and a very generous response was received. If the weather holds good it is expected that the matter of 
securing signers on the petitions will be complete in two weeks and there is more than a bare possibility that the county 
commissioners will be presented the petitions as a Christmas present. 
Many stories were told by those present of the intrigue and dishonest dealing of the west end politicians and all warned 
to be on the look-out for last minute propaganda characteristic of the county seat gang. 
To say the least the meeting was a very 
enthusiastic one and all present assured the 
county division committee and Mr. McKay that 
they were with them to the last ditch, were 
pleased with the conduction of the campaign 
and felt positive that the county was bound to go 
over. 
Consensus of opinion is to the effect that 
Petroleum County will be in operation by April 
1922. 
In the future there will be a county division 
meeting in the Lodge Hall every Monday 
evening at which time the progress of the 
previous week will be reported and plans 
outlined for the week to come. Citizens 
interested in the division of the county and have 
grown weary of bearing the highest taxation of 
any county in Montana will attend these 
meetings without any urging. 
 
 

July 8, 1921 
Flatwillow Celebration Big Success 
Many Winnett People Journey To Flatwillow To Celebrate 
Independence Day With The People of That Community. 
The Flatwillow folks celebrated the Fourth of July in real style 
at their little town to the south of us. The program of the day 
consisted of sports, entertainment at the Lepper Memorial 
Hall and a big picnic dinner. Many autoed down from Winnett 
to attend the celebration and partake of the hospitality of the 
Flatwillow people. 
In the evening the floor was cleared for a dance which 
continued until the wee small hours of the morning. All 
present had a very delightful time. 
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Booster Club Upcoming Events: 
Hotel Raffle for District 
Tourney…………….Dec. 17th 
Calendar Raffle………Jan.1st 
Booster Bash………...May 7th 
Membership Dues 
(Dues Form to Left) 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

                                   NOTICES & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Info:  winnettimes@gmail.com **Find & Follow us on Facebook & Instagram** 

Attention!! 
The Petroleum County Community 
Library is actively seeking 
volunteers Monday through Friday 
from 8 - 4. Hours and duties are 
flexible! They are also advertising 
for a part-time librarian. Please 
contact Patti Kiehl @ 429-5601 or 
Ginger Moore @ 429-2001 with 
questions.  

Winnett Community Daycare 
opening soon! 

Kelby Sandman will open a daycare 
with a provisional license at the 
Methodist Church Multipurpose 
Center. The provisional license allows 
for daycare while opening up 
opportunities for funding the 
business. More information about 
enrolling or working and volunteering 
at the daycare will follow in the 
Winnett Times or you can contact 
Kelby at (406) 301-0002 
 

Winnett Shamrocks News 
The Winnett Shamrocks had their elections on October 17: President: Hayley Stahl; Vice President: Virgil Tholt; 
Secretary: Gracie Gill; Treasurer: Mason Schultz; Reporter: Johnnie Schultz; Game Organizer: Jasper Tholt.                                                                      

 

On Friday, November 5th the Winnett Shamrocks served at the annual Petroleum County Stockgrowers 
Dinner.  Members present were: Hayley Stahl, Virgil Tholt, Johnnie Schultz, Mason Schultz, Shaylie Ahlgren, Cami 
Ahlgren, Brody Ahlgren, Bodie Lund, Nash Lund.   

 

Yearend Completion Awards for Shamrocks Club Members 
Mason, Wyatt, and Johnnie Schultz, Virgil, Jasper & Hayley 
 

We also cut wood for community members that have wood 
burning stoves and cannot do it themselves.  We are going to 
participate in a worldwide program called “Operation Christmas 
Child” where we assemble baskets that are distributed to kids 
that wouldn't usually get gifts.  If you would like to donate, 
there will be totes at Winnett School.  If there is anybody that 
would still like to join 4-H you can contact Nicole Tholt at 
Winnett School or the Fergus County Extension (406-535-
3919), The signup ends January 1.  

 
     Head ~ Heart ~ Hands ~ Health 

 

Submitted and written by; Johnnie Schultz, Reporter of 
the Winnett Shamrocks 4-H Club 
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SILVER Level       
Skip & Diane Ahlgren 
Daniel & Nancy Belk 
Floy Brindley                                       
Marie Fitzgerald   
Gary & Linda Gershmel                                                                   
Deloris Hill                                                         
Kalin & Jess Hoge 
John & Shirley Hughes                                                                   
Tom and Diane Iverson 
Lee and Marcia Iverson    
Eric & Tara Jolma                                             
Chris & Gari King 
Keith & Diana Monte 
Larry & Chris Peterson 
Donna Rowton 
Rodney & Krista Rowton 
Stuart & Anne Shirley 
Ron & Janette Sims 
Brent & Trish Smith                                                                                                  
Jeff &Tammie Starkjohann 
Jay & Wyna Woodford                                        
In Memory of Lois Johnke                                                                           

Total production cost for each monthly 
Newsletter is approximately $500.   

As long as we have funds, we will continue to 
mail the hard copy of the newsletter.  If our 

funds become depleted, we will continue with 
the e-Version of the Newsletter only. 
(PDF can be printed from the online version) 

Staff time is all volunteer based and they are not 
compensated. 

 
If you would like to donate to the Winnett Times 

Newsletter Project 
PLEASE SEND YOUR TAX DEDUCTABLE 

DONATIONS TO: 
Winnett ACES, PO Box 118, Winnett, MT 59087 

 with “Newsletter” in the Memo. 
 

Thank you to Winnett ACES for being our Non-Profit 
Sponsor.  Winnett ACES has agreed to handle funds on our 
behalf.  Without their support & the support of the 
community this project could not happen.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

 

The Winnett Times is made possible by our sponsors – THANK YOU! 
                We greatly appreciate your support! 

 

Sponsor Levels: 
Bronze     $25 - $99  
Silver   $100 - $249 
Gold   $250 - $499 
Platinum  $500 - $749 
Diamond  $750+ 
 

DIAMOND Level       
Petroleum Co Endowment                           
Anonymous Cash Donation                           

BRONZE Level       
Elva Arthur 
Brenda Brady 
Terry & Lynda Johnston 
Fern Kesterson 
Cody Martinez & Savannah Moore 
Melody Whitcher  
Garfield Co. 4H Council                          

ECRWSS 
Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Permit No 5 
 

PLATINUM Level       
Joan Murphy & Family 
Mark See   
Bert & Judy Bevis                         

A huge THANK YOU to David Ponte, Publisher of “The Roundup Record Tribune & Winnett 
Times” for giving us copyright permission to use the old “Winnett Times” name on our 
newsletter.  It has nostalgic value to our community and we appreciate your generosity! 

Postal Patron 
WINNETT, MT  59087 
 

Winnett Times 
PO Box 118 
WINNETT, MT  59087 
 

 

GOLD Level       
Orren & Laura Kiehl                           
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